July 27, 2000

School District 21 and to providing them with
the finest educational opportunities that public
education can provide. Donald Weber is truly
representative of the best that our community
has to offer.

As Superintendent of Community School
District 21 for the last seventeen years, Don-
ald Weber developed numerous special pro-
grams including: Mark Twain Intermediate
School for the Gifted and Talented, Project
ADAPT (a model program that is an alter-
native to suspension), a strong parent involve-
ment program as evidence by the activities of
the District Parents’ Workshop, the Brooklyn
Studio  Secondary  School, a model
inclusionary middle/high school and The Bay
Academy For the Arts and Sciences, a mag-
net school for children interested in the
sciences.

Under the dedicated leadership of Donald
Weber, standardized reading and math scores
of District 21's students continue to rank
among the highest in New York City and the
number of students achieving at or above
grade level continues to increase.

In recognition of his stature as a dynamic
educator and for his efforts on behalf of the
students of Community School District 21,
Donald Weber has received numerous awards
including being named as the New York State
Superintendent of the Year 1999-2000.

Donald Weber is a lifetime resident of Com-
munity School District 21 and is a product of
its schools. A graduate of Public School 177,
Donald Weber has routinely demonstrated his
commitment to community service and to en-
hancing the quality of life for all New York City
residents. He is former member of Community
Planning Board 13 and is a founding member
of the Shorefront Friends For Hospice, Inc.

Donald Weber has long been known as an
innovator and beacon of good will to all those
with whom he has come into contact. Through
his dedicated efforts, he has helped to im-
prove my constituents’ quality of life. In rec-
ognition of his many accomplishments on be-
half of my constituents and their children, |
offer my congratulations to Donald Weber on
the occasion of his retirement as Super-
intendent of Community School District 21.

SUPPORTING REAUTHORIZATION
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
ACT PROGRAMS

HON. ANNE M. NORTHUP

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the Violence Against Women Act
and to encourage its reauthorization by Con-
gress and the President.

As you know, legislation proposing a federal
response to the problem of violence against
women was first introduced in 1990, although
violence against my gender has been recog-
nized as a serious social problem since the
late 1970’s. Previous enactment of Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA) measures have
resulted in grant programs and new penalties
aimed at increasing awareness and reducing
the occurrence of crimes against women. Re-
authorization of VAWA ensures that our pro-
tection of women and perseverance in this
area does not lapse, and provides support for
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the next five years to the law enforcement,
hotlines, shelters and services, and community
initiatives that assist our cities and localities in
dealing with these types of crimes.

Through this program, we have been able to
better educate the American public how to re-
spond to crimes against women. This funding
has allowed us to bring bring domestic vio-
lence out of the shadows and into the fore-
front. For example, in my district of Louisville,
since VAWA money has become available our
area has become a model for other jurisdic-
tions because of its multi-disciplinary approach
to domestic violence. Agencies and organiza-
tions, previously struggling to cooperate with
each other, now are working together.

As a community we have received approxi-
mately $5.5 million in VAWA money. Our po-
lice are better trained and educated con-
cerning the cycle of domestic violence. Victim
advocates now work side by side with the po-
lice to provide a better response to victims of
domestic violence. More evidence is being col-
lected than ever before, and more victims are
taking the brave step of coming forward and
more convictions are stopping the cycle of
abuse.

Violence against women is not solely a
problem for women. Every case that is left
unaddressed has the potential to create more
violence, to fuel a downward spiral of mental
and physical abuse and to destroy more fami-
lies. | believe the initiatives begun in 1990 go
a long way in addressing the need for a
tougher stance in this area. We must continue
our commitment to increasing personal safety
for everyone, and focus our efforts on pro-
grams that work to educate the public and
prevent future crimes. We must work to limit
the devastating consequences that occur to
our women, our families and society as a
whole.

| encourage Congress to again support the
VAWA programs which are so vital to combat-
ting the occurence of domestic abuse, before
authorization expires on September 30, 2000.

DR. FRANK LEGGETT—FAMED
BASSFIELD DOCTOR RETIRES

HON. RONNIE SHOWS

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you, my colleagues and the American people
to tell you about an American treasure—Dr.
Frank Leggett of Bassfield. Dr. Leggett has
been a judge, mayor, coroner, alderman, foot-
ball team physician, church deacon, and hos-
pital chief of staff. In his spare time, Dr.
Leggett delivered 300 precious lives to the
community of Bassfield and our part of Mis-
sissippi. He brought lives into this world, then
he nurtured them, served them and took care
of them. Dr. Leggett gave more than he re-
ceived. Our home, my home, Bassfield, is for-
ever a better place because of the contribu-
tions of Dr. Frank Leggett.

Dr. Leggett was born in Brookhaven, MS,
back in 1926. His early life was marked by our
Nation’s Great Depression and our greatest
war—World War Il. Dr. Leggett is part of the
greatest generation who not only endured, but
survived and built and gave. He and his gen-
eration gave us the greatest nation on the
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planet. He is a graduate of Ole Miss and
Baylor. He worked in Meridian and then came
to Bassfield in 1956.

He says he retired on June 30 of this year.
But, | have to say, after 40 years on the
Bassfield Board of Alderman, and Medical
Staff President for 25 years at Jefferson Davis
County Hospital (now Prentiss Regional Hos-
pital) | don’t think we will really allow this re-
tirement to happen. He will still be with us. Dr.
Leggett will be with us caring and giving and
sharing like he always has. Dr. Leggett will be
at church and across our community serving
us as always.

Dr. Leggett loves to travel. He has seen
most of our world. But he always made it back
home to Bassfield where he belonged and
where we needed him. | am indeed honored
to stand before the American people and say
thank you to Dr. Frank Leggett.

STRICT CRIMINAL LIABILITY RE-
FORM FOR OIL SPILL INCIDENTS

HON. DAVID VITTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2000

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today with Congressmen COBLE and CLEMENT
to introduce legislation to eliminate the appli-
cation of strict criminal liability for maritime
transportation-related oil spills. Contrary to the
objectives of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990,
commonly referred to as OPA90, strict criminal
liability serves to undermine the safe and reli-
able maritime transportation of oil products,
and prevents timely, effective and cooperative
cleanup operations in the diminishing number
of situations when an oil spill occurs.

Through comprehensive congressional ac-
tion just a decade ago that led to the enact-
ment and implementation of OPA9O, the
United States has successfully reduced the
number of oil spills in the maritime environ-
ment and has established a cooperative pub-
lic/private partnership to respond effectively to
the diminishing number of situations when an
oil spill occurs. The Congress, though the en-
actment of OPA90, carefully balanced the im-
position of stronger criminal and civil penalties
with the need to promote enhanced coopera-
tion in spill prevention and response efforts. In
so doing, the Congress clearly enumerated
the circumstances where stringent criminal
penalties could be imposed in maritime oil spill
incidents.

But this carefully crafted approach is being
undermined in practice. Antiquated, unrelated
“strict liability” statutes that do not require any
showing of “knowledge” or “intent’—specifi-
cally—the Migratory Bird Treaty and the
Refuse Act—are increasingly utilized as a
basis for criminal investigation and prosecution
for oil spill incidents. As stated in a U.S. Coast
Guard directive, a company and employees, in
the event of an oil spill, “could be convicted
and sentenced to a criminal fine even where
[they] took all reasonable precautions to avoid
the discharge”. Such turn-of-the-century stat-
utes as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and
Refuse Act, in effect, have turned every oil
spill into a potential crime scene without re-
gard to fault or intent, and thus have under-
mined the cooperation and responsiveness
that Congress sought to foster when it en-
acted OPA90.
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